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ty: 35
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Sabastian North- 618

Objectives.  Transects, Exploration, Fish Assessment, Collections

Gener

al Habitat: This part of the Sebagtian area conssts of alarge pinnacle. The

depth at the peak is about 200" and around 285’ at its base. There is about a 30-45 degree

anglet

o the Sde dopes.
The peak consigts of amost 100% cord rubble with scattered 1-2' sanding intact
dead Oculina colonies. Live colonies dong the peak were smal (about 6*) and
isolated. A few smdl sand coveswere present. The peak has alarge finger of
dead rubble which extends off the North dope. It is about 10" wide with a 70
degree dope on each sde.
The sides of the pinnacle consst of dmogt dl dead Oculina rubble with afew
intact clumps and sand bowls. Live Oculina heads were present (about 1-2' in
diameter) and commonly seen even though they were scattered abouit.
At the base of the pinnacle (273) dope thereisalarge rock bolder areaon asand
bottom. The large rock outcrops ranged from 5-10" and were highly eroded. A
few bolders had good size live Oculina heads of about 1' diameter attached to
them. Wire cord, asmdl gorgonian colony, red/orange sponges and afew
patches of solitary cup cords (1" al together) were also seen here.
On another part of the pinnacle base, a series of 6-12' live Oculina colonies about
10’ long was spotted. Other large dead intact colonies were dso in thisarea
Thereis aso another 2nd pinnacle about 200 yards to the North of the 1st
pinnacle that the sub explored on this dive.
-Between the 2 pinnacles there is alarge sand trough/beach.
-At the base of this 2nd pinnacle thereis alarge area of herd white clay-like

bottomwith  some rock outcrops. Live and dead 1-2' sanding Oculina were seen.

bowls

Invert

-The sdes of the dope were dmost dl dead cord rubble.
-The peak was composed of rubble, some intact dead Oculina colonies, and sand

ebrates:
One orange sarfish (Asteroidea)
Brittle stars (Ophiuroides) were scattered over the whole area, usualy under
intact dead/live cora
A few black and afew pencil urchins (Diadematidae and Eucidaris)
2-3 hermit crabs, the sub saw abox crab
Orange encrugting sponges fairly common



Human I mpacts.

Fish:

1 anchor line

trash- duminum sheeting/ Sde of a boat
1 cloth/sall

2 - fishing ling 1- lead Sinker

Fish specieswere very spread out over this area. The extremdy large numbers of
Anthiids were absent. They seemed to bein smaller groups of 25-100 instead of
1000's.

Most of the smal species aggregated by the live and intact standing heads of dead
coral. Only Serranus phoebe and Haichores bathyphilus were spread evenly over
the habitat types.

There were very few smdler fish associated with the large rock bolders except
two species which are not that common, the Bearded Brotula and 2 other small
Brotulids. These species were inhabiting an area under one of the rock
overhanging ledges.

CommerCIalIy I mportant Species- most aggregated by the large rock bolder area.

area

1-2 Epinephdus drummondhayi (One was about 2' across)

1 Pagrus pagrus

5 Mycter oper ca phenax seen on video, the sub saw 12 at one time (Exertions
present on caudd fins- no grey head displays)

* All the species seen in this habitat seemed to be large adults. Thisrock outcrop
could be a grouper aggregetion site.

Over the coral rubble areas on the pinnacle dope:

- 3 Lutjanus campechanus

- 1 Mycteroper ca phenax

Other species observed

A Anthiinae Equetus lanceolatus Pardichthys .
S Apogon sp Equetus sp. Plectranthias
garupelus

Bodianus pulchdlus Equetus umbrosus Pectrypops retrospinus
Centroprigtis ocyurus Equetus iwamotoi Priacanthus arenatus
Centropridtis sriata Halichores bathyphilus Prigigenys dta
Centropridtis fuscula Halichores sp Rypticus maculatus

M Chaetodon aya Hemanthias vivanus Sarranus annularis
Chaetodon ocellatus Holacanthus Serranus phoebe




A Anthiinae Equetus lanceolatus Pardichthys sp.
bermudenss
M Chaetodon sedentarias | A | Holanthias M | Serioladumerili
martinicens's
Chaetodon sp. Holocentrus Saiolarivoliana
adscensonis
Chromis cyanea Holocentrus sp. Synodus sp
F Chromis enchrysurus F | Labridae Cdlionymidae
Chromis scotti F Liopropoma eukrines S | Lactophrysquadricornis
Decodon pudlaris Muraena sp. S | Brotulabarbatus
Diplectrum formosum F | Ogcocephaus sp. F | Brotulidee
Good shots:
3chipl:
1 13:12-- 1< pinnacl€' s peak, 100%rubble
618-1.mpg
618-1.jpg

2. 47:33----finger areadescribed in genera habitat description ,pure rubble, 70
degreedope oneach sde

618-2.mpg
618-2.jpg
3. 57:35---Large rock outcrops---8-10', Scamp in view
618-3.mpg
618-3.jpg
3chip2
4, 35:10---Live Oculina(1' head) on sand bottom, Bank Butterflyfish
618-4.mpg
618-4.jpg
5. 39:57---Intact dead cord with Bank Butterflyfish, Reef Butterflyfish, Wrasse
Bass, and Apricot Bass al around this dead colony
618-5.mpg
618-5.jpg
6. 44:38---8-10' across area covered with 1-2 live Oculing, large dead intact in
background, Greenband Wrasse and Rough Tongue Bass
618-6.mpg
618-6.jpg
3chip3
7. 00:01 Clay outcrop riddled with holes from borers/erosion
618-7.mpg

618-7.jpg



8. 16:54---2nd pinnacle, 1 and ¥ live Oculina colony on rise of 2nd pinnacle,
amosg dl rubble...Blue Angelfish and afew Rough Tongue Bass are associated with
it

618-8.mpg

618-8.jpg






